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□ This communication is responsive to 
Kl The allowed claim(s) is/are 41-47 
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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 1.312. 
To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the payment 
of the issue fee. 

2. The application has been amended as follows: 

After careful consideration of applicant's arguments on paper number 5, examiner hereby 
withdraws the election/restriction requirement presented on the action dated June 30, 2000. 

3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to M. Mendez whose telephone number is (703) 308-2221. 
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Application/Control Number: 09/407,147 
Art Unit: 3763 

REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

1. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
The prior art of record does not disclose or suggest a method for selectively transferring a fluid 
between two locations, wherein one location is comprised of a first connector member having a 
proximal end and a resilient, pre-slit resealable septum positioned at said proximal end of the first 
connector member, the septum presenting a flat, swabbable outer surface; and wherein the other 
location is comprised of a second connector member for connection to the first connector member 
for establishing a fluid flow between the members, the second connector member having a body 
with a hollow proximal end, the body adapted for extension over the proximal end of the first 
connector member, and a hollow tube, the hollow tube connected to the body, the hollow tube 
having a free end positioned within the hollow proximal end of the body, whereby the end of the 
hollow tube is recessed within the proximal end of the body, comprising the steps of extending the 
body over the proximal end of the first connector member, and penetrating the septum with the 
hollow tube. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

2. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to M. Mendez whose telephone number is (703) 308-2221. 
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